
Open Your Heart to Life

"Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon Virgin Mother and Child,

Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace," Franz Gruber

wrote this song in an attempt to capture the joy of Christmas. The "Yon Virgin" Mary is an

excellent role model for a number of reasons. She is loving, obedient, faithful yet she also

displays free will. Mary was given a great choice, which would determine the course of human

history. Abortion has been around for thousands of years. The pregnancy was seen as an injury

against God by her neighbors. She was nearly stoned and Joseph attempted to divorce her

quietly. Mary said "let it be" to life and through her son we are all welcome to eternal life.

Mary opened her heart to life and showed her love for life.

Who are we to say when life begins? He who bestowed upon us the greatest gift of all, a

baby in a manger, decides. Had Mary terminated her pregnancy the day after or in the third

trimester it would matter not. Jesus would never have lived. He may not have had a heart beat,

he may not have had functioning lungs but he did have a future. A chance, Jesus had a chance.

Everybody deserves a chance for life. Life is the most beautiful thing in the world. Life

is only possible if people open their hearts.

No one chooses to be born in a manger; no one chooses to be born in a hospital. No one

chooses their mother, their father, nor sisters and brothers. We have to live with the cards we

have been dealt. Everyone is capable of a life of dignity and service to God and man. Our

capacity for living is evident to see. We create, we learn, we love. We are human.

Unfortunately, there is evil in the world. War, famine, disease, and natural disasters stalk our

every move. No place on earth is safe from the evil of Satan. Despite such adversity, we choose

"to strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield."

Life is the most basic right and all are entitled to it. The sick, poor, disabled and unborn

all deserve the same respect. Without life, we would be nothing. Life is a beautiful gift from

God and it should be cherished. Though Jesus was born in a manger he knew life long before he

saw the Virgin Mother's face.

The only way anyone of us is going to one day behold the Virgin Mother's face is

through opening our hearts to life. We have to follow in the Blessed Mother's example. The

faith of Joseph in God above and Mary allowed them to serve their God in the most direct way.

Though Christ no longer walks beside us, the faith he instilled in his followers, a sense of awe

and reverence for the King of Kings born in a manger, lives on. We can realize our role as

disciples by living out the faith. In order to live out the faith, we have to open our hearts to life.
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